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CONPIDENTIAL GENEVA 5764 
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SUBJECT: 63RD ECOSOC: PLO MEMBERSHIP IN ECWA 

REF: GENEVA 5756 

1 . IN POLLOW-UP TO REPTEL, DELEGATION MEMBER MET 
WITH USYG VAN LAETHEM WHO CONFIRMED THE EXISTENCE OP 
THE LEGAL OPINION AS AN INTERNAL MEMO.IVAN LAETHEM 
SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE SYG HAD DECIDED THAT THE UN 
SECRETARIAT WOULD NOT HAVE ANY LEGAL OPINION ON THE 
ISSUES INVOLVED AND THEREPORE WOULD NOT ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE EXISTENCE OP THIS MEMO OR ANY OTHER LEGAL DOCUMENT 
IN PUBLIC. VAN LAETHEM SPECIFICALLY REFUSED TO PROVIDE 
THE DELEGATION WITH A COPY OP THE MEMO STATING THAT HE 
HAD PREVIOUSLY REPUSED SIMILAR REQUESTS PROM OTHER 
DELEGATIONS, INCLUDING THE ISRAELIS. WHETHER OR NOT 
UN ACKNOWLEDGES THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH A MEMO, 

ITS CONTENTS ARE CIRCULATING AMONG THE G-77 AS 
INDICATED REPTEL. WE THEREPORE THINK IT CRITICAL 
THAT USUN OBTAIN-COPY IF AT ALL POSSIBLE OR AT LEAST 

TRY TO GET MORE DETAILS ON THE CONTENTS AND ADVISE US.VANDEN HEUVEL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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